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Biological Boundaries 
•  Traditional View: 

Compartmentalization 
•  Trending  Gradation 
•  Importance of Time and 

Space 

•  Neosentient will 
extend beyond 
Gradation 



Eduardo Kac 

"More than make visible the invisible, art needs to raise our 
awareness of what firmly remains beyond our visual reach 
but which, nonetheless, affects us directly.” –Eduardo Kac 

• Born in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 
• Works and lives in Chicago 

• “Transgenic Artist” or “Bio Artist” 
• Poetry  Robotics  Transgenic 
Art 
• Concepts present in Works: 

• Social Commentary 
• Genome Science 
• Species Development 



Natural History of the Enigma 

•  “Eduina”—Kac and Petunia 
Hybrid 

•  Isolation of genetic sequence 
of blood protein 
–  IgG light  

•  Contiguity of Life 



The Making of 
Natural History 
of the Enigma 



Cypher 

•  DIY Transformation 
Kit 

•  Synthetic DNA  
poem 

•  Alive = red color 
expression 



GFP Bunny 
•  Three Stages:  
– Birth  
– Announcement  
–  Integration 

•  Chimera Art 



Other Works 
•  Genesis 

–  Book of Genesis  Morse 
Code  DNA Sequence 

•  The Eighth Day 
–  GFP creature congregation 

•  A-Positive 
–  Exchange with blood 

•  Time Capsule 
–  Microchip Implant 



Relevance to Biological 
Boundaries 

•  Division/Preservation of 
species with transgenic 
organisms 

•  Gradation basis of 
environment  Alba and 
Psychological integration into 
household 

•  Two-Way exchange of genetic 
material (Eduina) 

"Transgenic art, by contrast, offers 
a coaesthetics that emphasizes 
the social rather than the formal 
aspects of life and biodiversity, 
that challenges notions of genetic 
purity, that incorporates precise 
work at the genomic level, and 
that reveals the fluidity of the 
concept of species in an ever 
increasingly transgenic social 
context." 



Stelarc’s Third Ear 
•  Reference to Joseph 

Vacanti’s Ear Mouse in 
Tissue Engineering 
Lab 

•  Project Relevance: 
– Extended Operational 

Systems 
– Enhancement versus 

Adequate Functionality 



Gunther von Hagens 



Body Worlds 

•  External Environment of the 
Body—removal of microbes 
and material that passes 
through 

•  Replaceable nature of body 
tissue 



Expansions on Current Body 
Perceptions 

•  Compartmentalization 
•  Reality of the Chimera and 

Transformation 
•  Newtonian  Quantum Physical Theory 
•  Prolonging Senescence 
•  Temporal and Spatial role of environment 
•  Shift beyond gradation in the neosentient 



Sources 
•  http://www.ekac.org/index.html 
•  http://www2.fiu.edu/~mizrachs/

stelarc.html 
•  http://www.famouspictures.org/

index.php?title=Ear_Mouse 
•  http://stelarc.org/?catID=20227 
•  http://www.bodyworlds.com/en/

gunther_von_hagens/
life_in_science.html 


